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Mr. Edward L. Marek

Manager Region IT

Tllinois Environmental Protection Agency -
17C1 South First Street L A S
Moywood, Illinois 60153 T T D

Re: 122nd Street and Stony Island Avenue
Doer Mr., Marelk:

In response to your request for acikilewledgement of zour letter
of August 11, and in conformity to our telephone conversation

ol August 14, it is stated that the property we are developing
av 122nd Street is virgin land. Any water on the land itself

is either from rain or run-off from adjacent properties. Land
and Lakes Company to date has not dumped any refuse on the
property. From the enclosed correspondence, you will note

thiat we n1ave had considerable problems with an adjacent property
owner relative to waters entering our site.

For many years, there has been a drainage system from our property
that consisted of a large pipe under Stony Island Avenue which
then traveled to the west where it took its natural drainage
course toward the Lake Calumet area. The Port Authority when
developing land for leasing, filled in the area to the west of
the pipe, blocking the natural drainage. After concentrated
elterts by Land and Lakes Company and an agreement witih the
Port Authority, this water course was again reopened. It is
also stated that Land and Lakes Company has spent considerable
suns for installing a twenty-four inch concrete pipe over a
great length of this easement,

There have been many mecetings relative the the drainage problem
in ihe area, and at these meetings representatives of the
Metropolitan Sanitary District, the City of Chicago Environmental
Control Department, the Chicago Port Authority, Interlake Steel,

Continued. , .
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Mr, Edward L., Marek Page Two
Il1linois Environmental Protection Agency August 15, 1978

Paxton Landfil}l Corporation, and Land and Lakes Company have

met and discussed the drainage problems. As the water presently
lezves from the vicinity of the property owned or leased by

Land and Lakes Company, it has been a great concern to Land and
La¥es Company that the quality of this water be of such nature

to meet all regulatory standards. (See enclosed correspondence. )

The Land and Lakes operation has been designed as to climinate
water from outside sources and to develop the site in phases so
that any water of non-suitable quality can be redistributed in
f.or:d pnases. It has been necessary to remove standing rain
waters from the property relative to the development permit
requirements and special use permits as granted by the City of
Ch:i.cagn. This is a practice which is done in all construction
areas.

As stated, the land being developed by Land and Lakes Company is
virgin prcperty; however, plats show that the land was of such
nazure thet it was bisected by power lines and streets. As the
area to the west of our property has been filled by the Port
Authority, drainage problems have occurred not only along Stony
Island Avenue, but also along 122nd Street. We are presently
working with the authorities and the Calumet Industrial District
to formulate a plan which will eliminate these drainage problems.
The plan Land and Lakes Company proposes is that the only waters
to flow toward Lake Calumet shall consist of rain water and such
rain water run-ot'fs., Needless to say, the quality of this water
shculd not necessitate a NPDES permit,

Il vou have any questions as to this letter, or the plans of Land
and Lakes Company relative to the development of the site, we

would appreciate your contacting me personally or our enginecer,

Mr. Charles Clark in Springfield. We appreciate your understanding.

Very trulyv yours,

LANﬁ;) AND LAKES co@ggmr h

“" James J. Cowhey, President

2 4‘;;";1"“.‘./: Y AN \C:"f7 //":)

cc: Mr, Charles Clark 111, Environmental Protection Agency
- Clark Engineering Service Mr. K. Beechely-Aurora
1317 Whittier Avenue Mr. K. Nesburg-Maywood

Springfield, Illinois 62704 Mp, B, Busch-Springfield
kL
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Mr. Bichawd Byries

Pizton Loawifill Corporation
12301 Szuth Caleshy
Chicago, Tilincis  £0523

Bs: LAND & LAKSS CORMPANY LANDPILL
122»d & STCIXY ISLAND AVEXLR

fazar ¥r, Bymyes:

As consultemt to the Land & Lakea Compeny, I have beem sequested
Lo contact you with zogard o the pollutiom of the Land & Lekew Conpany
propertyy by watar fron 2od polluted by the Panton Landfill.

In =l courso of oy vesponsibilities €0 my cliept I have had oo~
aagisn to viade the gubject landfill property on several nccisious,
tha lotest en July 20, 1978, and chaerved the condition of the gtanding
rater on beth the Pomrom Lsndfill proporty end the Land & Lekes Cospiny
propssty Bepavatad by a dilz ploced by the Lond & Lakes Compony, X
Lizve bzen Informed that the dike has beea partially removed by the Paxten
Corperatisa on several occasicms, the latast being July 23, 1978,

Yisual obsexvations of the witers oa both proverties duving oy laug
vinit made it spporent thot the water stomding oa the Prxton Corporstion
areparty wae grossly polluted. Inusmuch ss the Zond & Lokes Company has
Lot pecopted zmy tyne of wsete st thz Land & Lakes Company site, the
pollution cbvicusly originnsted with the Pastan Corporaciom. Further,
untey Baiples wera collocied from the stonding water on beth propartics
by rTearxzisentetives of the Illinpiz Environmental Protection Agency last
wveak, I heve no yousen o doubt thet the analyses of these samples will
beor sut my {oregeing statements, Represontutives of the I1livsis En-
vivenmeatal Protection Agency also visited the site om July 25, 1978,
ard ere zuwaye of the destructiom of the dike mwi the zesultant backup
of polluted water onto the Land & Lakes Compuny propexty.

The Land & Lakes Company 18 under mo legal obligatieon to allewr tha
Poaxtim Corporation to discharge polluted wmaterial from the Paxton LandfI11
onto the Land & Lakes property. <Should the discharge of this polluted
matacial. to the Land & Lakes property amske it {mpossible for thew to
dewarer thelr property, or miEke it necessary for them to provide extensive
and expensive creatment for the watar prior to discharps, 42 1s beliewd
thot this would censtitute retrievebie damnge &0 the Lond & Lakes Cospany.


http://tbs.tr

¥r. Richard Bywnea
foga 2

culy 3%, 1973

Resed uposy tha observations of the writer and represents:zives of the
Tilizsis Doviremmentol Trotoction Agency, imeluding the snslyses of
wesples which they howe cpllecked, thers In i2ttle doubt that tha pource
oG£ the poilutien coudd ba proven to the satisfsctlon of the courta.

Ia view of the present legal difficulties besetting the Paxten
Corperation, it would appaar wise that you instyvuct the Pmiten Corporxa-
tion awployeas to yespect the property end facilities of the Land &
Lezes CoEpany to pravent the zidition of crimimal tresgpass end dastuuc~
ticn of property charges., '

Very truly yours,
T C
c- 80 3;-' Pl!ﬂl
Clork Engineering Service
EC/ep
ec: vLand & Lakes Company

Paniel L. Heulihan
Ziie
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July 18, 1978

Mr, Richard Byrnes

Pastcn Landfiil Corperation
12201 South Oglesby
Chicago, Illinois 60633

Re1 Contaminated Water Entering the Property
of Land and Lakaa Company

Dear Mr, Byrnes:

Confirming our telephone conversation and our frequent
maetinges and conversations in the past, it is again stated
tnet Land and Lakes Company carnot and will not tolerate
coxntaminated waler entering our site from propertiesa ownsd
by Paxton Lanagfill Corpoxation,

Our employees hava closed the dllke which separates the property
cf Paxton and Land and Lakas Cowmpany, This dike, to my
knowledgpe, has been opened without permission, and waters of
vary questionable nature have been flowing into the property
controlled by Land and Lakes Company,

A8 you are fully aware, the water easement ias the sole respon-
sibility of Land and Lakes Company, and water emitted from it

is also the responsibilitiy of Land and Lakes Company, You may
argue that this is a natural flow of watergy however, no property
ovnexr is requirsd to take contaminated water from enothar
source, If the water at vour site is treated im asuch mannex

sy accentable to the standardas of the various agencies, we

ol courss will cooperate with you in letting this water through
nur property,

In a meeting held with the officials of the City of Chicago,

" T.e Metrcpclitan Sanitary District, Interlaks Stesl, Paxton

Lendfi11l1l, and the Port Authority, Mr. Max Colhien of the Port
Authority agreed to give water easeuments for relief of property
of botl rexton Landfill and Interlaske Steel. We highly suggest
that you cobtain your own eagement as we have from the Port
Authority.
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Mr, Richard Byrnes ' Pnge Two
Paxton Lendfil) Corporation Jyly 18, 1978

LLarnd and Lakes Company haa not dumped any re«fuse on our site

ns yet, and thus, any water that has been removeaed from the
property has bheen accumulated over many yeara by run-off from
other properties, Not mony years ago, the property controlled

by Land and Lekes Company was developed with roads and electrical
services., The filling of properties to the west and to ths east
has blocked drainages and has coliected run-off watars from

other areas which haa meade it nscessary for us to rasmovs starding
walers 80 thnat wo might prepearse the site for tha operations

as prrmitited mand licensed by the State of Illinocis and the City
of Chicago. ' '

Nee-dlesz to say, we cannot and will not tolerate actions by
othera that may jeopardize our licenses and permits, Land and
Letes Company will take all steps necessary to insure that our
operation ie not jeopardized by the actionas ¢f others; and we
wilX, of ccurse, hold mny party or parties responesible Tor any
such actions which may Jjeopardize or cesuse damags to Land and
Lakes Company's operation, '

Vary truly yours,

ANT) AND LAEKLS COMPANY

Jiameas J., Cowvhey
Prosident

JJdCieml

cc: Mr, Lao F.-HcLennon Mr, Paul Dimock
McLennon, Nelson, Gabriele & Nudo U.5. Army Corps of —

Mr. Charles E. Clark Engineors
Clark Engineering Service

Mr. Peniel Houlihan
111 YWest Washington _
Chicago, 1llinois ~



April 23, 1977

Yux Lol candloid (orporation
12201 South Oglesby
Chicago, Illinois

Ret Pumping of ¥Water from Paxton Landfill
fite onto Property being developed by
" Land and lLakes Company

Ganllement

An investigation made on Tueaday, April 19, at 7130 pm
zstablished that a high volume water pump was pumping:
wnser from the Paxlton site onto property being developed
by Land aad Lakes Compmany. 7This practice whether by
miastake or oth:rwise must cease immediately, and by this
leiter you are asked to remove from the Land and Lakes
Company’'s site those waters that have been pumped onto 1it,

Wa are well aware of the fact that there is a major drain-
az= problem in the area, and you can be assured that Land
and lakes Company will cooperate with your company and
otlrer pronerty owners in the area to solve the drainage
problem. If you wish, you may have your engineer or
supervisory personnel contact us at our office in order to
worik out & cooperative and mutually beneficial plan to
remove waters from the lands involved,

Your early response to the instructions expressed in this
leiter are sincerely appreaciated.

Very truly yours,

LAND AND LAKES COMPANY

James J. Cowhey
President

JICreml

cct Mr, Don R. Fielding
Mr. Doniel lioulilian
Mr,. Harry McDone;h
Mr. Leo Mclernon



April 26, 1978

Hezorable Francie Degnan, Commiasioner
City ‘of Chiceago

Departmant of Stresta and Ssnitation
City Hall, Room 70C

Chicago, lllinois

Ret Alderman Vrdolyak's Letter Reiative to
Land and Lakes Company dated April 3, 1378

Daer Cormimeioner Degrnanig

We have received a copy of Alderman Vrdolyak's letter
addressad to you dated April 3, 1978 and also a copy of a
letzer from Mr, Spaeth of Bulk Terminals Company dated
March 22, 1978 addressed to Alderman Vrdolyak,

Af'ter resading both lstters, it ias clear that thers is
duefinitely a misunderstanding or a misinterpretation of

the work being performed by Land and Lakes Company in the
vicinity of 122nd Street and Stony Island Avenus, Presently,
wi mre accepting the drainage on the north aside of 122nd
Street even though the watsr is contaminated, and we have

hud a copcillation meeting with the Metropolitan Sanitary
District relative to this contaminated water which is entering
our site, Although we are responsible for the quality of

the water leaving our site, we are accepting the water at the
present time, Of course, if the Hetropolitan Sanitaxry
District refuses us permission to accept this water, we will
have no alternative but to send it back to where it came
from, (It is not from our property.)

On. the thirteanth of April, a meeting was held in the

offices of the Chicago Port Authority. Present at that
meeting were Mr., Cohen and Mr, Nyquist of the Port Authority,

Continued. . .
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Conmmigeioner Francis Degnan Page Two
Dopartment of Streets and Sanitation April 26, 1978

¥, Galley and Mr, Hak Cho of the Environmental Control
llepartment, Mr, Whitebloom of the Sanitary District and

his local inspector, Mr. Kenny and the Environmental Engineer
for Interlake Steel, and a representative of the Norfolk and
Waestern Railroad, Mr, Fielding of Greengard Engineers reprs-
souting Paxton Landfill Corporation, Mr, Nudi of Paxton,

and myself representing Land and lLeakes Company. This meeting
was called by Commissioner Poston in order to resolve the
drainagze and water problems in the Calumei area, Since that
time, thare have been subsequent meetings by the owners of
t're propeariies to the nortn of 122nd Street; »amely Interlake
Steel, Pauxton Landfill Corporation, and the Norfolk and
Woegtern Railread in order to rcsolve the major drainage
problems, '

1t is stated for the record that Land and Lskes Company
obtained an easement from the Port Authority laat year and
has proceeded when weather has permitted to install a 24 inch
rainferced concrete pipe for drainage from ita property, and
we have aided otheres in the vicinity by permitting them to
use this pipe, :

A wisuval inspection of the area will readily revsal that

[Land and Lakes Company has done ¢onsiderable work in re-
establishing the drainage line along 122nd Street and Stony
Jeland Avenue, Our Company &also has spent conaiderable sums
in removing the extensive fly dumping that heas been in
existence for thirty or forty years, As stated to Mr. Spaeth
of Bulk Terminals and Mr, Shlossbarg of EmILaCo, it 1s the
sincere desire of Land and Lakes Company to improve the area
both aesthet i cally and commercially,

i,and end Lakes Company personnel have also done extensive
work in opening the drainage courses south of 122nd Street
and have on occasion worked around the clock to maintain
the drainage courses in that area to avoid the flooding of
122nd Street, )

Concinued, . .



Commisaiomer Francis Degnan ) Page Three
Department ¢ Streeta and Sanitation April 26, 1978

1f wou ihhave any further quest.ons relative to this matter,
please feel free to call me personally as 1 can assure you
that Land and Lakes Company is doing its part to rectify
the faultla in the areca.

Yarv truly yours,

WSS AT luall COMPANT

James J, Cowhey
Prrpardent

JCreml
cct  Alderman Edward R. Vrdolys=k

9618 South Commercial Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60617
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Re: Jand and Lakes blockage of drainage
Dery Conmissioner Dognan:

Kirdly note the enclosed letter listing specifically
tha problems occurring with the excessive drainage at Bast 122nd
Street.

In an ecarlier letter to you (last week) we listed the
poblens of lack of drainage at this location, but the enclosed discusses
the additional agglav(umn cauvsed by the above company's detouring of tho
drainage.

We ask your kind considmration and aLthtlou\to this problem.

Many thanks for this and past couartesics. 0
,t uly your c{/ ,/ . }(
/)‘/ /L/u,n/

//h NN A

E}{'J/g /L DN /\lu) J/ \71\] /\ U
Enc.





